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CHAPTER 770
DOMESTIC PARTNERSHIP
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770.001 Declaration of policy. The legislature finds that it anyincreased processing cost incurred by the couFitg county

is in the interests of the citizens of this state to establish and pferk shall pay this fee into the county treasury

vide the parameters for a legal status of domestitnership. The  (¢) No declaration of domestic partnership mayigmied
legislaturefurther finds that the legal status of domestic paitnelin|essthe application for it is subscribed to by the parties intend
ship asestablished in this chapter is not substantially similar {gq to form thedomestic partnership; it contains the social security
that of marriage. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed a$,mberof each party who hassocial security number; and it is

inconsistenwith or a violationof article XIll, section 13, of the fjjeq with the clerkwho issues the declaration of domestic partner
WisconsinConstitution ship.

History: 2009 a. 28 i
This chapter does not violate not violate article XIIl, section 13, of tisedtsin (d) 1. Each party shall presesatisfactorydocumentary proof

Constitution the marriage amendment. The “legal status” of a domestic partnersgjp jdentification and residence and shelleay or afirm, to the

is not“substantially similar” to the legal status of marriage. ApplinDayle,2013 . . o P

WI App 3 345 Ws. 2d 762826 N.W2d 666 11-1572 appllcat_lon before _the clerk _vyho i issue the dec_laratlon of

Understandingdomestic Partnerships inistonsin. Sweet. 8/ Law Nov. 2009. domesticpartnership. In addition to the social security number of
o ) . eachpartywho has a social security numpiire application shall

770.01 Definitions. In this chapter: ~ containsuch informational itemas the state registrar of vital sta
(1) “Domesticpartner” means an individual who has signegsticsdirects. The portion of the application form that is collected

andfiled a declaration of domestic partnership in tifeefof the  for statistical purposes only shall indicaket the address of an

registerof deeds of the county in which he or she resides. applicantmay be provided by a county clerk to a law enforcement
(2) “Domesticpartnership” means the legal relationship thasfficer under the conditions specified unde7%0.18 (2)

is formed between 2 individuals under this chapter 2. Each applicant shall exhibit to tokerk a certified copy of
History: 2009 a. 28 abirth certificate, and each applicant shall subntibpy of any
judgment,certificate of termination of domestic partnership, or
athcertificate afecting the domestic partnership statusarly
plicablebirth certificate, death certificate, notice of termination
(1) Eachindividual is at least 18 years old and capableoof of domestic partnership, ardgment is unobtaln_able, other satis
sentingto the domestic partnership. factory documentary proof may be presented instead. Whenever
. L . . . . theclerk is not satisfied with the documentary proof presented, he
shi(z\avi{\rl]eI;rrlﬁ)rtwgrl\?r?dl?\?ildlﬁairar”ed to, or in a domestic partner, ghe shall submit the proof, for an opinion as to itficefcy,
P PR ' . _to ajudge of a court of record in the county of application.
(3) The2 individuals share a common residencero Thdi- (2) If sub.(1) and s.770.05are complied with, the county

E%g&sggﬁeﬁhare a common residence even if any of the f%\erk she_1|| issue a de_claration of _domestic partnerstAfith each _
| ) f the individuals h | hio of th . declaratiornof domestic partnership the county clerk shall provide
der(]%)eOnyone of the individuals hasgal ownership of the resi 5 o bhjet describing the causes arfela of fetal alcohol syn
: o . drome. After the application for the declaration of domestic-part
(b) One or both of the individuals have asremore additional nershipis filed, the clerk shall, upon the sworn statement of either
residencesiot shared with the other individual. ~ of the applicants, correct any erroneous, falseinsuficient
(c) One of the individuals leaves the common residerite  statementn the application that comes to the clsrittention and
theintent to return. shall notify the other applicant of the correction, as soon as reason
(4) The 2 individuals are not nearer of kin to each other thably possible.
2nd cousins, whether of the whole or half blood or by adoption.History: 2009 a. 28
(5) The individuals are members of the same sex. i . i
History: 2009 a. 28 770.10 Completion and filing of declaration. In order to
form the legal status of domestic partners, the individuals shall
770.07 Application and declaration. (1) (a) Individuals completethedeclaration of domestic partnership, sign the decla
who wish to form a domestic partnership shall apply on or after thgion, having their signatures acknowledged before a natagy
31stday beginning after July 1, 2008r a declaration of domestic sybmitthe declaration to the register déeds of the county in
partnershigo the county clerk of the counity which at least one \yhich they reside. The register of deeds steaibrd the declara
of theindividuals has resided for at least 30 days immediatefyn and forward the original to the state registrar of vital statistics.
beforeapplying. History: 2009 a. 28
(b) 1. Except as provided in sutad. the countyclerk may not
issuea declaration of domestic partnership until at least 5 day®0.12 Terminating a domestic partnership. (1) (a) A
afterreceiving the application for the declaration of domestic pattomesticpartner may terminate the domestic partnership by filing
nership. a completed notice of termination of domestic partnership form
2. The county clerk mat his or her discretion, issue a declawith the county clerk who issued the declaration of dompatie
ration of domestic partnership less than 5 days after applicatiom#rshipand paying the fee under®70.17 The notice must be
the applicant pays an additional fee of not more than $10 to cosgmedby one or both domestic partners and notarized.

770.05 Criteria for forming a domestic partnership.
Two individuals may form a domestic partnership if they satisg/e
all of the following criteria: p
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(b) If the notice under pa(a) is signed by only one of the (2) Thestate registrar of vital statistics shall prepare the forms
domesticpartners, that individual must also file with the countyndersub.(1) and distribute the forms in digient quantities to
clerk an afidavit stating either of the following: eachcounty clerk.

1. That the othedomestic partner has been served in writing, HiSto: 2009 a. 28
i|_1 the manner_provided un_de_raﬂlzll tI_1at a ljotice of termira 770.17 FEees to county clerk. Each county clerkshall
tion of domestic partnership is being filed with the cowrlerk.  receiveas a fee for each declaration of domestic partnership
2. That the domestic partner seeking termination has beéesuedand for each certificate of termination of domestic partner
unableto locate the other domestic partadter making reasen shipissued the same amouhgt the clerk receives for issuing a

ableefforts and that notic the other domestic partner has beefarriagelicense under s765.15 Of the amounthat the clerk
madeby publication as provided in sut2). receivesunder this section, the clerk shall pay into the stete

(2) If a domestic partner who is seeking to terminate tﬁ%rythe same amount that the clerk pays into the siaasury

: S . . m the fee collected for issuing a marriage license. The remain
domestlcpartnershlp is unable to find thelother domqﬁgner der shall become a part of the f%nds of thge county
aftermakingreasonable &frts, the domestic partner seeking ter igiory. 2009 a. 282013 a. 20
mination may provide notice by publication in a newspaper of
generalcirculation in the county in which the residence most70.18 Records. (1) The county clerk shall keep among the
recentlyshared by the domestic partners is locat€he notice recordsin the ofice a suitable book called the declaration of
neednot be published more than one time. domesticpartnership docket anghall enter therein a complete

(3) Uponreceiving a completed, signed, and notarizetice aecordct{f the tappllﬁatlonj fofr elllndt;he |551#ng of ﬁ!' ﬂetﬂaraltlolr(ls of

C : ; ey omesticpartnershipand of all other matters which the clerk is
?g)tﬁrp:amtrlgg,(;fn%c;]rgizt;cu%%rgsg éfgqﬂm&ﬂgiﬁ:&b&al reqliwedtiy this (c:ihagl)ter ttp as?cedrtaln retl.ated tto the rights o{lany per
issueto the domestic partner filing timtice of termination a cer sonto obtain a declaration of domestic partnersiAp. applica

o i L ¢ . hi h tion may be recorded by entering into the docket the completed
tificate of termination of domestic partnership. The domestig)jicationform, with any portion collected only for statistical

partner shall submit the certificate of termination of domes rposesremoved. The declaration of domestic partnership
partnershigo the register of deeds of the county in which the degocketshall be open for public inspection or examination at all
larationof domestic partnership is recordethe register of deeds timesduring ofice hours.
shallrecord the certificate and forward the original to the sémje (2) A countyclerk may provide the name of a declaration of
istrar of vital statistics. domestic partnership applicant and, from the portion thé
(4) (&) Except as provided in pgb), the termination of a applicationform that is collected for statisticalirposes, as speci
domesticpartnership is é&ctive 90 days after the certificate offied under sub(1), mayprovide the address of the declaration of
terminationof domestic partnership is recorded under £8ib. domest[cpartnership applicant to a law enforcemerﬁicef, as
(b) If a party to a domestic partnership enters into a marriaggfinedin s.51.01(11). A county clerk shall provide the name
thatis recognized agalid in this state, the domestic partnershignd:if it is available, the address, to a law enforcemditesfwho
is automatically terminated on the date of the marriage. equestsin writing, the name and address for the performance of
History: 2009 a, 28 aninvestigation or the service of a warrant. If a county clerk has
not destroyed the portion of the declaratmfrdomestic partner
ship application fornthat is collected for statistical purposes, he
or she shall keep the information on the port@onfidential,
xceptas authorized under this subsection. Writen request is

770.15 Forms. (1) The application and declaratioof
domesticpartnership under $70.07and the notice dermination
of domest_ic partnership and certifica_te of ter_mination_of domes deby a law enforcement fifer under this subsection, the
partnershipunder s770.12shallcontain such information as theqq nty clerk shall keegthe request with the declaration of domes
stateregistrar of vital statistics determiniesnecessaryThe form . partnership application form. If the county clerk destroys the

for the declaration of domestic partnership shall require both indeclarationof domestic partnership application form, hesbe
vidualsforming a domestic partnershipsmgn the form and attest shajlalso destroy the written request.

to satisfying all of the criteria under370.05 (1)to (5). History: 2009 a. 28
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